








Vol. XII Fall, 1948 








LIBRARY NEWS 








ISSUED SEMI-ANNUALLY 
By 


The Mississippi State Library Commission 
JACKSON 


COMMISSION MEMBERS 


Mrs. Horace Stansel, Chairman = _— ee ee Ruleville 
Mrs. Hermes Gautier__._..._._.._._._...Gautier Mrs. Augusta Richardson__-___- Corinth 
Mr. J. W. Hudspeth anne ne COCKFUM Mrs. Julia Starnes..._....__.. Jackson 


Mrs. Eunice Eley whined Executive Secretary, Editor 




























STAFF 


Mrs. Eunice Eley__-_--- ae —_ _._. Executive Secretary 
Miss Martha Couty on sie Cataloger and Reference Librarian | 
Miss Elenora Gralow_- — ie , Extension Librarian 
Mrs. Evelyn Reed____- . oe _ ‘ int aaaaen Field Supervisor 
Mrs. Annette May_-_--- on _ _..-Extension Assistant 
Miss Gladys Rhyne-__-._-_-~- . pee Slice naaeaeal Secretary 
Annie Lee Mitchell on lanai .__.Library Mailing Service 





TABLE OF CONTENTS 


Page 
Mississippi Library Association Meeting................... ei setaabeeaneie oe eens Nae 
I I catechol etntacthekcev hes od hse Nahin heihladiataiiei eco cusps sietiatiehaaiat abana 20 
Southeastern Library Association Meeting.............. sep anaiksiscdvstiodenatinas 21 
Southeastern Library Survey......................... Minted: entadeceipeaatiamiaers ‘cota 
Ey Tr —— aise nnisitieescnenanecacscnnccesescscecececcecacses 26 
Library Demonstration Bill............................. sasccliiischeliechicaind nabpeitadbeseiieishoampebeiadadatan 26 
When Is The Bookmobile Coming....................................... insissisniieanintniaaal 28 
SUNT cascctatacansieicesctciiscabbiceeitaheantotemedeciciieianesuhdcaLshlcon tsianiaainiessemaeinorene sesccscnnelesreesaiaieatyescitbicie 29 


Annual Reports ...-....-. kaplan cian seein issiscuaciecsiaaloinaaial 














MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEETING 
Buena Vista Hotel, Biloxi, October 14-16, 1948 


The beautiful Coast, blue skies and charming hosts conspired to make 
this one of the best Association meetings. 


The program was built around the theme, COOPERATION: THE 
KEY TO MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT. 


At the first session Thursday evening Mrs. Augusta Richardson, presi- 
‘ent presided. Mayor G. B. Cousins, Jr., of Biloxi welcomed the librarians 
and citizens of Mississippi to the Coast. Mayor Cousins, a graduate of 
the University of Mississippi, praised the work of Mr. Whitman Davis, 
Librarian of the University, for the leadership he has given in develop- 
ing library service in Mississippi. It was through the efforts of Mr. Davis 
that the Mississippi Library Association was formed and because of his 
untiring zeal it has grown into an active organization. 


Mrs. Gertrude Rowzee, Librarian of Hinds Junior College and past 
president of M. L. A. responded to the welcome. Mrs. Rowzee thanked 
Mayor Cousins for the hospitality extended the Association. She praised 
the people of the Coast for the great courage they have displayed in re- 
building after the terrible hurricane of September, 1947 and said if the 
Mississippi Library Association follows the example set by the people of 
the Coast, wonderful things for library service in Mississippi can be ac- 
complished. 


Following the response by Mrs. Rowzee, the members of the Executive 
Committee; Mrs. Augusta Richardson, president, Mrs. Gertrude Rowzee, 
past president, Miss Dorothea Bignell, vice-president and Miss Louise 
Williams, secretary-treasurer, held an open meeting of the Committee in 
order that members of the Association might see their executive commit- 
tee in action and understand how the Committee functions. The Com- 
mittee discussed inviting the joint meeting of Southeastern and A L A As- 
sociation to Mississippi next fall. The question was carried over to the 
business session on Friday afternoon. 


October 15, Friday Morning. Mrs. Gertrude Rowzee Presiding. 
RECENT TRENDS IN LIBRARY EDUCATION. 
Excerpts from a paper by Dorothea Bignell, Instructor 
in Library Science, University of Mississippi. 


There has been much discussion about library education and library 
recruiting. The undergraduate courses are the hope of small public and 
school libraries while the fifth year, or graduate courses point toward 
large public libraries, colleges and universities. 


The Southeastern States have had three special meetings in the last 
three years for the purpose of deciding what shall be the emphasis in 
library education. These have been sponsored by the General Education 
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Board with the purpose of determining through group thinking what shall 
be done and what is acceptable in the Southeast. 


My first conference was in 1946 at Nashville. This was held especial- 
ly for library training agencies, hoping at that time to establish a core 
curriculum for training school librarians.- The core was set at 12 hours 
with 3 hours in Organization and Preparation of Library Materials, which 
should include some cataloguing; 3 hours of Book Selection; 3 hours of 
Children’s Literature and 3 hours of School Library Administration. This 
was set up as the basic, or fundamental course for school librarians. 
Should it include Reference and Cataloguing? After much thought these 
were left for an additional six hours, and practice work was added. The 
whole emphasis was on the essentials, or supposed essentials. It appears 
that book selection ranks first in the eyes of groups interested in training 
librarian. Surely no one will take issue with this. Knowledge of books 
and ability to evaluate them should be of first importance. As this con- 
ference closed, a recommendation was made to invite public, university 
and school librarians to meet together in later conferences. 


Conferences were held in Tallahassee, in March 1947, and a very en- 
lightening meeting in Atlanta last Spring. The Atlanta Conference was 
attended by representatives of all, or most, library training agencies in the 
Southeastern Region and leaders in all fields of library activity. Discus- 
sions covered the various levels of library training from the core curri- 
culum through graduate work. 


In both conferences, state supervisors and people interested in un- 
dergraduate programs were most emphatic in trying to impress all levels 
with the need for united efforts. One prominent university librarian ex- 
pressed delight with undergraduate library science students from Missis- 
sippi State College for Women. Other universities will not consider these 
students, but in contradiction to recruiting plans of A. L. A., use for as- 
sistants, people who have no training, instead of those with the basic 
core curriculum. 


In the public high schools of the Southeastern Section a librarian 
must have 6 to 30 hours, depending on the size of the school and the li- 
brary. This is surely a healthful step. They are not saying, ‘““You must 
he a graduate of Peabody, Illinois, Columbia, or some certain library 
school’. Rather, emphasis is being placed on quality and quantity of 
work. 


The class A library schools—Columbia, Chicago, Illinois, Michigan and 
California have done much in the last few years in studying and evaluating 
programs of library study. Peabody in Nashville has been very coopera- 
tive. L. S. U. has been represented in the conferences by Mrs. Morton who 
also favors a high standard of work. I mention these because of their 
proximity. 


Of the schools named as the Big Five, Chicago, Illinois and Michigan 
are giving a Bachelor of Arts in Library Science. This may be obtained 
at the end of the fourth year as any regular bachelor’s degree. There 
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was quite a bit of opposition to this at Atlanta on the part of some universi- 
iy librarians. The point at issue was, and still is, that the undergraduate 
program should not be diluted with library courses. An interesting re- 
joinder was that if Library work is a suitable field for graduate study, 
surely junior and senior courses in book selection would hardly be dilu- 
tion of an undergraduate course. It seemed, however, to be the consensus 
that not more than 18 hours should be included in the undergraduate curri- 
culum. Chicago agrees with this in that it adds one semester to attain- 
ment of a master of arts in library science if the student has had no pre- 
vious work. Or, if the student shows a basic knowledge of library skills 
obtained thru an apprenticeship period, he may complete his master’s 
work in one year, making the degree very similar to the almost obsolete 
B. S. in Library Science which formerly was granted by some institutions 
for a fifth year of work. This B. S. in Library Science has so often been 
misconstrued or likened to a B. A. with a major in library science that 
most universities are discarding it entirely. 


In attempting to arrive at a program, many studies have been made. 
In a Report of the President’s Commission on Higher Education we find 
the statement that reflects the problem as stated in the conferences. 
There are two forces or pressures: The desire to meet the critical short- 
age of librarians and the dogged desire to raise its standards to equality 
with those of the older recognized professions. In considering these two 
forces, the Commission urges general education as well as technical train- 
ing. This is necessary for professional stature and for leadership in a 
community. It is stressed over and over again that technical courses 
must not crowd out general education. 


The first American library school was opened at Columbia University 
in 1887, with Pratt, Drexel and Illinois in rapid succession. The em- 
phasis in these early schools was on practical work. 


In 1924, the A. L. A. created its Board of Education for Librarian- 
ship. This was important in establishing minimum standards. In 1933 
they established qualitative standards for training agencies. The Universi- 
ty of Chicago opened its graduate school in 1928. The oldest school, 
Columbia, is offering a program so new that the material I obtained was 
not yet ready for the press. Theirs is to be a graduate program entirely. 
The content of the curriculum for the master’s degree is divided under the 
four headings of foundations, resources, readers and methods. Besides 
30 points of required courses, six points may be elected from other de- 
partments of the university. This is certainly a new and important step. 
Courses in other departments are included. Besides regular academic 
requirements, an interesting requirement for admission is ‘‘Possession of 
an inquiring mind and reasonable individuality and stability’. 


To get a more gefinite idea of the present trend in library training 
let’s look further at the Columbia program inaugurated this Fall, Septem- 
ber 1948. One course in this area is Books and Libraries in the Cultural 
Process to be given by Professor Geoffrey Brun of the history department. 
A second portion analyzes media of communication in the 20th century. 
A third portion is devoted to the book trade. 
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The second area emphasizes the thought that the librarian is a book- 
man. Books and bibliographies in all fields for all ages—one can see the 
importance of a broad education before embarking on this voyage. 


The third area, Readers and Reading, is new in the minds of many 
librarians. A body of knowledge about reading from investigations in 
psychology, sociology and education—and also librarianship—has been 
accumulating. Study of reading groups, their habits and motives should 
add strength to the intellectual equipment of the librarian. 


The fourth, Methods, brings in practical and necessary knowlege of 
skills for routines and techniques. Cataloguing, bibliography, logical orga- 
nization of material will be studied in small groups. Ordering, recording, 
maintaining and circulation of materials will be included here. 


Columbia’s program is evolutionary, not revolutionary. It builds to 
a larger intellectual and community service. The professional librarian is 
a mediator between the world of print and a community of readers A 
librarian, whether school or college or public must know books and read- 
ers. The new trends—Columbia was used only because it more or less 
represents all—emphasize over and over again that the librarian must 
be a part of the community he serves, whether large or smali. To be this, 
a broad liberal education and an understanding of social forces at work 
today are equally important. It is not a life of seclusion among books, but 
an all-inclusive life, omitting no media, drawing all to all sources of infor- 
mation and cultural pleasure. 


PANEL: MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY SERVICE—PRESENT AND FUTURE 


Leader, Mrs. Eunice Eley, Executive Secretary, Mississippi Library 
Commission. 


In the introduction Mrs. Eley stated that it was the purpose of the 
panel to give a broad outline of library service in the various fields, on the 
local and, to some extent, the national level. She invited the audience to 
participate in the discussion following the talks by members of the panel. 
The following is a list of panel participants with excerpts from their 
talks: 


Mr. Sykes Hartin, Director of Libraries, University of Mississippi. 
Mr. Hartin’s report was based on A Mississippi Study of Higher Education 
by Joseph E. Gibson in 1945 and covers seven state-supported institutions 
of higher education. Mr. Hartin indicated that the report as a whole was 
still meaningful, although the emphasis has shifted somewhat, due to post- 
war needs and conditions. Particular emphasis was placed on library 
buildings and Mr. Gibson’s study showed that there was a definite need 
for new library buildings at the University, Mississippi State and Alcorn 
A&M. Mr. Hartin concluded by telling of Library improvements made at 
several state colleges to meet the recommendations and of the proposed 
plans for new library buildings at the University and at Mississippi State 
College. Miss Elenor Harkins, Librarian, Delta State Teacher’s College, 
formerly on the staff of Mississippi State College for Women, told of 
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changes made in the library at MSCW since the study. She spoke of ad- 
ditional furniture, increased stacks and of the creation of a very beautiful 
and adequate library science department. 


Miss Manie Berry, State School Library Supervisor of the Department 
of Education gave a sprightly account of the school library picture in the 
state. She told of the establishment of the position of School Library 
Supervisor, of the two state wide meetings open to school librarians during 
the year, one during the Mississippi Library Association meeting and one 
during the Mississippi Education Association, and of the plan to have 
twelve or thirteen regional meetings for school librarians during the year. 
Two workshop programs for school librarians have been held in the past 
two years. One resulted in the School Library Handbook and the birth 
of Susie Jones, the model high school librarian, and the second produced 
the Recommended List of Books for Elementary Schools, as well as the 
birth of Katie Johnson, model elementary school librarian. At present 
the State Department of Education is trying to secure funds to offer scho- 
larships to the white and colored librarians during the summer of 1949 
and workshops for both groups are planned. Miss Berry also reported 
on the publication of the Standard Book List for High School Libraries in 
‘46, two supplements in ’47 and one in '48. 


Miss Mary Alice Hatchett, librarian in the Clarksdale Public Library, 
representing public and county libraries, gave a most interesting report on 
the public library development in the state. She stated that at present 
there were 35 counties out of 82 that have some kind of public library and 
10 counties have county-wide libraries that meet the minimum standards 
set by the County and Regional Library Section of A. L. A. Miss Hatchett 
then described the recent campaign of the Clarksdale-Coahoma County li- 
vrary. Beginning on May 14 with the publication of a statement in the 
‘orm of an ad showing the financial condition of the library, the citizens of 
the community became interested in securing additional funds for the li- 
brary. The first public meeting was sponsored by the Chamber of Com- 
merce May 17, 1948. All members of the Board of Trustees and the li- 
brarians were there. The Chairman of the Board made a talk stating the 
objectives of the library and the need for a larger appropriation. After 
many questions and some discussion, the president of the Chamber of 
Commerce appointed a committee of three to work with the Board of 
‘Trustees. 


At a special meeting of this committee a member of the committee 
pointed out that the state law permits the levy of a library tax of 1 mill 
in the city, and % mill in the county and recommended that this method 
he used in order to get the necessary funds. . It was decided to begin a 
campaign immediately to obtain the support of the public for this special 
tax, which would make available a minimum of $25,000 a year. By in- 
vitation, the Chairman of the Board appeared before various clubs: 
Woman’s Club, Lion Club, Exchange Club, Home Demonstration Club, giv- 
ing the details of the campaign. From May 14, until the end of the cam- 
waign on June 8th the library program received tremendous publicity 
through local papers, the radio, displays in store windows, and large ads 
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sponsored by business concerns. The public was kept in constant touch 
with the progress of the campaign. It gathered momentum far beyond 
the expectations of the Board of Trustees and it was decided to bring it to 
a close on June 8th. On this date people from all over the county met 
with the Board of Supervisors. The Board voted unanimously for the 
library tax and the next day the Mayor and the City Commission passed 
the city levy. 


Miss Florence Eisele, who recently joined the staff of the Meridian 
Public Library, reported from the floor, on their library campaign. She 
said that their public library had sought and received advice and direction 
from the Mississippi Library Commission before beginning their campaign 
und had profited by this professional supervision. Miss Eisele said: ‘‘For 
some time the Meridian Public Library has been attempting to give serv- 
ice to the city of Meridian in the same manner as it gave when it was es- 
tablished in 1903, forty-five years ago. 


In the meantime, the town of 1903 had grown into the city of 1948 
with a population of about 60,000. Two world wars have brought scienti- 
fic inventions and economic progress which have stepped up the tempo of 
the life of every citizen. Increased library interest began some three 
years ago when members of the library Board of Trustees, and other cit- 
izens decided that something should be done to correct this state of af- 
fairs. The various women’s clubs of the city, represented by their Coun- 
cil of Federated Women’s Clubs, joined forces with others who were inter- 
ested. The AAUW sponsored a forum to which all were invited. At this 
forum guest speakers, sent from the Mississippi Library Commission 
spoke of the value of a vitalized library service, and the need of trained 
personnel to administer it. 


During these preliminary discussions it was found that the amount of 
the appropriations for financial support for the library had always been 
left to the will of the city and county boards. These yearly appropria- 
tions have been increased very slowly and in such small amounts that while 
other city-supported institutions reflected the prosperity of the city, the 
library had not enough income to employ trained personnel, to add enough 
new material and books, or to keep up the buildings, either at the main 
library or at the colored branch. 


A tax levy, of course, was the solution to these problems. Interested 
citizens decided that the public would want very definite facts and figures 
on the situation before it would be willing to tax itself for an improved 
service for the library. 


At this point, about June of '47 Miss Jeanne Broach was appointed 
librarian, and much of the success of the campaign to be described in the 
next few minutes was due to her knowledge of her community, combined 
with splendid organization and administrative abilities. 


The service of Dr. W. Stanley Hoole, of the University of Alabama 
were engaged to make a complete and entirely disinterested appraisal of 
the condition in which he found the library. This was done in the early 
part of 1948. The results of his survey wére given wide publicity through 
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the publication of his report and its distribution to the citizens. As an 
example of the excellent community cooperation on this project, Dr. Hoole’s 
report was printed and distributed by the Meridian Exchange Club. The re- 
port revealed many library deficiencies. 


Because this report of Dr. Hoole’s recommended the operation of the 
library as a city-county unit, many meetings were held both in county 
and city for the purpose of arousing public sentiment in favor of an in- 
creased millage of taxation for the library. School authorities throughout 
the county cooperated; radio broadcasts were given by interested citizens, 
and meetings were held at each of the twelve high schools throughout 
lauderdale County. 


For the benefit of the counties which may be planning to extend or 
enlarge their library service the importance of securing the interest, help 
and cooperation of the county superintendent of education cannot receive 
too much emphasis. The faculties of each school with Mr. M. E. Rhodes, 
the county superintendent, arranged for these meetings, which were very 
well attended by community citizens. At these meetings, talks were made 
by members of the library Board of Trustees on the necessity of a tax levy 
ly the county supervisors to cover the county’s share in such proposed 
library service as the bookmobile. Then Mr. Rhodes showed the film 
secured from the Mississippi Library Commission showing the operation of 
the bookmobile and the advantage of county-wide library services. 


In the city itself, a mass meeting and open forum for the discussion 
of the proposed library tax-levy was held at the courthouse. There were 
frequent radio talks broadcast by members of the Board of Trustees and 
other interested citizens. As a means of registering public sentiment, 
petitions circulated for the signatures of taxpayers were very effectively 
used in the campaign. 


The City of Meridian was asked for a 3/4 mill levy for the benefit of 
the library. In the final vote a levy of one half mill was passed by the 
City. The county of Lauderdale was asked for a 3/8 mill levy. They ap- 
propriated the equivalent of a 1/4 mill levy. The total estimated revenue 
ior the year will be around $26,000.00. The entire program will take 
many months of painstaking labor to bring about the required standards 
of professional excellence which a library should offer in a town the size 
of Meridian. If the way in which all groups and individuals worked to- 
gether to bring about the inauguration of the ‘‘streamline’’ program is 
any indication of their continued support and patience during the period 
when such improvements are slowly being brought about, then the Meri- 
dian Library will soon be among the foremost in the state. 


The fourth speaker on the panel, Mrs. Augusta Richardson, librarian 
of the Alcorn County Library and State Director of the Southeastern li- 
brary survey gave a brief report on the Southeastern Survey and brought 
out some pertinent facts. The survey revealed that of the 9 Southeastern 
States, Florida leads the list in the number of books circulated with 2.78 
books per capita, Mississippi circulates 1.05 book per capita, and Kentucky 
is at the bottom with .85 book per capita circulated. This isn’t very 
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tactful, is it? Mississippi has .10 book for each person while the South- 
eastern Region average is 1/3 book for each person. 


The next speaker was Miss Bethany Swearingen of the Jackson Public 
Library, who made a brief statement about the Public Library Inquiry, 
which is being conducted by the Social Science Research Council and fi- 
nanced by a grant of $175,000 from the Carnegie Corporation. The Jack- 
son Public Library and the Hinds County Library were selected as one of 
the 44 population units which, with 11 additional communities and all 
state systems, constituted the Sample of the country to be studied. The 
results of the Inquiry are not yet complete and when they are available 
they will present a composite picture of library service in the nation. 
The great significance of this study is that it is being done by an outside 
agency; by social scientists instead of librarians and they are evaluating 
the library program in relation to the whole community. 


Mrs. Evelyn Reed, Field Librarian with the Mississippi Library Com- 
mission, gave a brief summary of the Commission plan for use of the li- 
brary extension fund appropriated by the state legislature. Mrs. Reed 
said: 


“A year ago at the M. L. A. meeting, the Association went on record 
as endorsing a request to the legislature for $150,000 for State Aid to 
public libraries and $70,000 for the operation of the Library Commission. 
The bill was introduced early in January 1948 asking for a total appro- 
vriation of $220,000 for this program. The House Appropriations Com- 
mittee of the Legislature saw fit to re-write the bill  intro- 
duced, giving the Library Commission more authority in the distribution of 
the funds than it had requested. They also cut the appropriation from 
the $220,000 requested to $90,000.00—-45,000 for Library Extension for 
two years and $45,000 for the Commission support for the two-year period. 


It is the wish of the Library Commission that all libraries should 
benefit as much as possible from the limited funds appropriated. Library 
extension directors in other states, who have successfully administered 
state funds, were consulted and experts in the field were asked to review 
the state plan for library extension to be adopted by the Mississippi Library 
Commission. The Library Commission Board approved a plan which 
was mailed to all public libraries and trustees. The broad, general plan 
calls for the purchase of a bookmobile to take books from the Library 
Commission to Public libraries in the state. A professional librarian will 
go on the bookmobile trips. This means, in addition to books lent, the 
assstance of a trained librarian, particularly for the smaller libraries, on 
four trips each year. 


The Library Commission Board realizes that ‘“‘State Aid’’ is in the 
experimental stage in our state. It has been only three months since 
state funds became available, July first. Experts in the field of library ex- 
tension say that we have a good plan. The plan can work to the best ad- 
vantage of the state only if it has the support of librarians, trustees and in- 
terested citizens. Let’s cooperate. Let’s stand together. Let’s try it 
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out then as more money is available we may be able to work out better 
plans.”’ 


Following the talks by members of the panel there was discussion 
from the floor. 


Eleanor Zeis, Vocational Director, State Department of Education, 
summarized the panel discussion. Points emphasized by Miss Zeis were: 
The problems of librarians are identical with those of other educational 
groups. We face the same problems of insufficient funds, the need for 
recruiting, establishing librarianship as a profession, leadership. She sug- 
gested that the Library Association not be too discouraged over lack of 
funds as we are making progress; that we must continue to modernize 
and glamorize our libraries; that we must work together—Cooperation is 
the keynote of success; that we cannot afford duplication of effort—-we 
need fewer and better libraries; we must develop strong leadership in the 
library field; that we have given examples of how it can be done (Clarks- 
dale and Meridian)—a pattern has been set. We know how and must 
not waste effort in the wrong direction. We have a long-range program 
and we must follow it through. We may expect criticism and lack of un- 
derstanding, sometime from those who are in a position to take leader- 
ship, but we must steadfastly work toward a common goal of better 
libraries for Mississippi. 


Elenora Gralow, Extension Librarian with the Mississippi Library 
Commission, was on program to discuss The National Plan for Library 
Service. Mrs. Frances Davis Miller, former member of the Library Com- 
mission Board and Mrs. Paul Cato, former member of the state legislature 
were on the panel as consultants. As the hour of adjournment of the 
morning session was drawing near, it was decided to have those three 
speakers carried over for the program of the County Library Section on 
Saturday morning. 


LIBRARY TRUSTEES AND CITIZENS LIBRARY 
MOVEMENT LUNCHEON 


It is generally agreed that this third annual luncheon meeting was 
the liveliest and most effective meeting held by this group. There was 
music, there was laughter, yet all this ended with a serious note, and 
important plans to aid library development in Mississippi were made. 


Miss Elizabeth Wise, Hazlehurst, state chairman of the C L M, pre- 
sided. She made special mention of the outstanding county—DeSoto—in 
Citizens Library Movement promotion. This county has more members 
than any other county in the state, more clubs belong and it was through 
the efforts of the Citizens Movement in DeSoto County, that the library 
was reorganized and has purchased a bookmobile to carry books out to 
rural sections. Other counties might well take a lesson from the DeSoto 
Movement, if they feel a need for improved library service. 


An inspiring talk was made by Mrs. R. J. Faucette, Chairman of the 
Gulfport Library Board, in which she told how their group had obtained 
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a merger of all libraries there, county and city, to make one large and 
more effective library. Mrs. J. W. Hudspeth, Cockrum, Vice Chairman 
of the C L M, made a peppy talk, stressing the need for rural library 
service, and urging citizens to work together, as she felt that through the 
united efforts of all groups a strong library program in Mississippi can 
be developed. 


Members of the CLM voted to establish an annual scholarship for 
library training. Full details of the scholarship are being worked out by 
a committee appointed by Miss Wise. All trustees of the two host li- 
braries, Gulfport and Biloxi, were present for the luncheon. 


WHAT IS THE CITIZENS LIBRARY MOVEMENT? 
By Elizabeth Wise 


This group is just what the name implies—a group of interested 
citizens who know the value and services of an effective library in a 
community—who are ready to interpret its program to a community— 
and who, when the need for action arises, are ready to act, and fight for 
better libraries. 


What Are The Objectives? 


Local Groups. A Citizens library group in a town or county is not 
just a pressure group, though it can bring pressure when it is needed. 
This group can plan a long range program for library development, it can 
secure money, appropriations, bookmobiles, gifts, buildings, etc., for the 
library. It keeps abreast of library trends and standards and keeps its 
community informed. It is interested in a good library as a part of the 
public education program. 


State-wide Groups. Generally any person in a community who is 
interested in development of his own library, is also interested in a plan 
to improve all libraries over the state. These persons have formed a state 
group, and are backing development all over the state. They recognize 
the importance of a strong state library extension agency, and are avail- 
able to help formulate a state program, working in cooperation with the 
Library Commission and the Library Association. This group supports 
plans made by the Mississippi Library Association for larger appropriations 
from the state and from most counties and cities. 


How Are These Groups Organized? 


Detailed information about how to organize a local Citizens group may 
be obtained from Miss Elizabeth Wise, Hazlehurst, State Chairman, or 
from The Mississippi Library Commission, 535 College St., Jackson. 


BUSINESS MEETING 


The business session was held at 2 p. m. with the president presiding. 
After the reading and adoption of the minutes the following business was 
transacted: 


Evelyn Reed was elected Secretary-Treasurer to succeed Louise Wil- 
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liams. Miss Williams was commended for her very efficient and tireless 
service of the last two years. Miss Anna Roberts, Librarian, Mississippi 
Southern College, was elected as ALA Council member to succeed Mrs. 
Eunice Eley at the expiration of her term in 1949. 


Mrs. Augusta Richardson reported that the Southeastern Survey 
was completed and the first official report would be made at the coming 
meeting of the Southeastern in Louisville, Kentucky. Mrs. Richardson 
was commended for her work on the survey and was given a vote of 
thanks by the Association. There was discussion of the possibility of 
having the Mississippi section of the survey report printed. After various 
suggestions the president was authorized to appoint a committee to in- 
vestigate and to try to find some means for having the printing done. 


The motion was made and carried that the Association establish a 
Library Honor Roll to give recognition and possibly life-time membership 
to librarians in the state who have contributed outstanding service. A 
committee was appointed to work out details. 


The Resolutions Committee composed of Miss Bethany Swearingen, 
Jackson, Miss Nannie Rice, State College and Miss Lilly Mae Galyean, 
Corinth, gave special thanks to the hospitality committee for their cordi- 
ality and well arranged plans. Maria Person, Gulfport, was ably assisted 
on the local committee by Florence Friedhoff, and Barbara Chalfant, 
Biloxi; Mrs. R. V.-Woodward, Mrs. George Everett and Lilly D. Harding, 
Gulfport, and other librarians and trustees. The Association expressed ap- 
preciation to E. H. Young and his Dixie Bookbinding Company, Jackson, 
for printing the programs. 


The treasurer’s report showed a small balance after bills were paid. 
The Secretary reported the following paid memberships: 1945, 71; 1946, 
149; 1947, 205; 1948, 164. 


The ALA regional meeting was discussed. Since the ALA plan for 
1949 is not to have a General Conference, but to hold regional meetings as 
a part of the library conference in the various regions, there was discus- 
sion as to the possibility of inviting Southeastern to our state for the 
meeting next year. It was decided to give the executive committee au- 
thority to decide on extending the invitation and if the invitation is ex- 
tended and accepted our state meeting will also be a part of this confer- 
ence. If the regional meeting is not held in Mississippi the executive com- 
mittee will decide on the time and place for the state meeting. 


The meeting adjourned at four o’clock to give time for sightseeing. 
BOOK DINNER 


The seafood dinner, served buffet, was as delicious as it was beauti- 
ful. Nowhere but on the Coast could one expect to see such great platters 
of shrimp, oysters, and other fish, boiled, fried, baked, with cocktails and 
salads of various combinations of goodness and desserts and drinks to 
suit the taste. 


Mrs. Mildred Topp kept the dinner guests enchanted, and in stitches, 
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as she read portions from her recent book ‘‘Smile Please.’’ She was in- 
troduced by Miss Bethany Swearingen. As an introduction to the read- 
ing, Mrs. Topp told some incidents in connection with the writing of her 
book. As, for example, she submitted the manuscript to a former English 
teacher who promptly wrote back saying the book did not have unity, co- 
herence nor emphasis. Despite these lacks, the book and the speaker quite 
satisfied the guests, as they have done for a very wide circle of readers. 


SECTION MEETINGS 
Saturday Morning, October 16 


COLLEGE SECTION 
Reported by Hallie S. Eggleston 


J. S. Hartin, Director of Libraries, University of 
Mississippi, Chairman 


Miss Hallie Eggleston, Circulation Librarian, University 
of Mississippi, Acting Secretary 


The theme of the meeting in the interest of college libraries was: 
What can a college library expect of a college administration, and what 
can a college administration expect of a library. 


Mr. Donald E. Thompson, Director of Libraries, Mississippi State 
College, discussed the first part of the theme, stressing the necessity of 
adequate budget, adequate staff, adequate quarters, recognition of the 
library staff as rightful members of the college community entitled to 
all considerations given to the instructional staff, and a general under- 
standing of the true importance of the library in the educational pro- 
gram. 


At various times during Mr. Thompson’s discussion, those in attend- 
ance contributed suggestions and asked questions which were considered 
by the speaker and other members. 


Following this discussion, Dr. Robert Cecil Cook, President of Mis- 
sissippi Southern College, spoke on the second part of the topic in ‘‘A 
College President Looks at the Library.’’ Dr. Cook reviewed the his- 
torical development of the library concept and outlined several desiderata 
for libraries: The staff should participate in the educational program and 
have an over-all view of needs; the library should furnish orientation to 
all new students, should have an effective public relations program, and 
should have adequate provisions for student study and recreational read- 
ing; the staff members should distinguish between professional and non- 
professional functions and duties and should think in terms of usefulness 
in directing work. 


Those in attendance discussed briefly with Dr. Cook, topics which 
they advanced and which had been aroused by his observations. After 


[14] 




















reading the resolutions proposed by the Resolutions Committee, the sec- 
tion adjourned. 


No permanent officers were selected, the constituent members decid- 
ing that more positive returns could be secured from an extremely inform- 
al basis of organization. Mr. Hartin was asked to serve as chairman for 
the next meeting of the group. 


About fifteen people attended the meeting. 


THE SCHOOL LIBRARY SECTION 


Reported by Manie Berry 


The school library section met on the deck of the Buena Vista Hotel. 
In the entrance foyer was an exhibit of books and posters on vocational 
guidance which caused every librarian to bring out pencil and paper to 
list the ideas and titles. This exhibit was the work of Miss Lilly D. Hard- 
ing, Librarian at Gulfport High School and Miss Katherine Rea, Guidance 
Counselor in the same school. 


No school librarian can forget that her daily contacts help to fashion 
tomorrow’s citizens. School librarians recalled this as they listened to 
the first speakers on the program. Four students from Coast schools 
spoke about books they had read and enjoyed. Mr. B. Frank Brown, 
superintendent of Gulfport Schools, forcefully reminded the group of the 
scope and influence the library may have in the entire school system if 
the librarian combines the willingness to work with vision and tact. Miss 
Geraldine Stockstill, Librarian at Southwest Junior College, Summit, dis- 
cussed the vertical file. Her talk not only convinced librarians of the 
necessity of such a file, but showed them the ways and means of operating 
one. School librarians were delighted to have student assistants from St. 
Joseph High School, Bay St. Louis. These were presented by Sister Aurelia 
Masino, Librarian. The following officers were elected: Miss Barbara 
Chalfant, Biloxi, chairman; Mrs. Jennie Beth Clark, Columbia, program 
chairman. The meeting adjourned until next March when school librari- 
ans met during the M. E. A. 


COUNTY AND REGIONAL LIBRARY SECTION 


Martha Couty, on the staff of the Mississippi Library Commission, 
presided. Elenora Gralow, member of the staff of the Mississippi Library 
Commision, spoke on The National Plan for Public Libraries. Miss Gra- 
low stated that the plan comes from within the profession and is a blue- 
print which librarians can follow to give improved and complete public 
library service to all people. Such service will be provided by 1200 large 
unit libraries through the United States, in place of the present 7500 agen- 
cies; by 20 second-line reference centers serving the nation; by 48 func- 
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tioning and effective state library agencies; and by national bibliographic 
and library centers. 


The national plan does not see the four types of library service— 
local, state, regional, and national—as independent agencies, but rather 
as interdependent and interlocking. Whatever the type, the local library 
will represent an effective administrative unit, with an adequate income 
of not less than $37,000 a year. The plan recognizes the great variation 
in conditions between states and regions, and stresses the need for state 
systems built on individual needs. Each individual library must adjust 
itself to local conditions which will further large service areas. Each 
small library must be made to understand that instead of losing its iden- 
tity, it is entering into a partnership which will greatly increase dividends 
in service and satisfaction. Real cooperation means higher standards of 
service throughout the whole country. 


Under this plan no library will be limited to the size and scope of its 
own book collection. From its second line of service, each library may 
call on other collections, including the largest metropolitan library, for 
specialized or little-used material. 


The plan stipulates increased facilities for training librarians, state 
laws for certification, enlightened personnel administration within each 
library, and an adequate salary schedule. 


Mrs. Paul Cato, former member of the state legislature, and former 
chairman of the House Library Committee, commended the work of the 
libraries of Mississippi in their successful effort in obtaining increased 
funds from the legislature. She emphasized the fact that almost any 
measure could be passed in the legislature if enough people were interest- 
ed and worked together to convince the legislature that it was wanted, 
but that disagreement among the members of a group was a sure way 
of defeating the issue. She cited as an example, the effort of the cosmotol- 
ogists of the state over a period of years to secure a Cosmotology Board 
and to establish standards. On several occasions, various groups of those 
interested decended on the legislature, asking for opposing legislation; and 
in this case the legislature decided the cosmotologists must get together be- 
fore legislation would be considered. At the 1948 session of the legislature, 
the cosmotologists got together on a bill and without much difficulty it 
was passed. Now a license is required to be a beauty operator, and cer- 
tain standards must be met, but there are not yet any standard require- 
ments for the library profession in the state. Just anybody can be a 
librarian, spend public funds and act as reading supervisor of the com- 
munity—but it takes a state license to be a doctor, lawyer, barber, teach- 
er, beauty operator, etc. Librarians can get a certification bill passed 
when they get together and ask for it in a body, and ask for it as though 
they really want it. 


Mrs. Eunice Eley, Executive Secretary of the Library Commission, 
explained, briefly, the state plan for library extension, as provided by the 
last session of the state legislature, and as discussed by Evelyn Reed on 
the previous day. She said a bill had been very carefully thought out and 
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approved by the members of the Library Commission and introduced in 
the House. This bill called for an appropriation of $70,000 for the sup- 
port of the Library Commission for the next two years and $150,000 for 
State Aid. The House Appropriations Committee saw fit to re-write the 
bill, making an appropriation for $45,000 for the Library Commission and 
$45,000 for ‘“‘Library Extension.’’ This bill gave the Library Commission 
full authority to administer the funds for the best plan of library develop- 
ment. Mrs. Eley said that the money appropriated could not give each 
library as much benefit as the larger funds would have given. She said 
the adopted plan was just getting under way and had not had time to be 
tried. She urged that all librarians and trustees cooperate in supporting 
the Library Commission, as it was their desire to serve the best interests 
of the state as a whole but it would require united effort to make a plan 
work and to present a united front to the next legislature. Mrs. Eley said 
that the purpose of the state fund was not only to have, at least a small 
amount of additional aid to give to the public libraries of the state, but one 
of the main purposes was to use state funds to raise library standards. If, 
at the end of the biennium, we can say to the legislature, ‘‘Because of 
state funds we have a few more trained librarians, more rural people are 
getting books, there are more bookmobiles, there are more legally organi- 
zed library Boards of Trustees, the people have access to more and better 
books,’’ then we will have accomplished our purpose and may expect to get 
more money from the next legislature. If we work together in the use of 
this first state aid we may lay a sound foundation for the further growth 
of libraries in our state. 


Mrs. Frances Davis Miller, Hattiesburg, former member of the Mis- 
sissippi Library Commision, spoke of the need of extending library service 
to negroes and said that libraries are not meeting their full responsi- 
bility until this is done. She commended the Library Commission on the 
progress it is making and asked for united effort of the Association in a 
further program of expansion. 


Following Mrs. Miller’s remarks Miss Couty directed discussions from 
the floor, which were pertinent and revealed careful thinking concerning 
library activities in the state and use of state funds. 


Mrs. J. W. Hudspeth, vice-presidnt of CLM and a member of the 
DeSoto County Library Board, commended the Library Commission Board 
and staff on the phenomenal growth and outstanding work done in public 
library development, and for the plan for the use of state aid funds. Her 
motion to this effect was unanimously adopted by the section. The meet- 
ing adjourned with the adoption of this motion. 


REGISTRATION AND MEMBERSHIP 


One hundred and seven registrations were recorded. 


The Association year is the calendar year—January to December and 
membership dues are to be paid in January. The membership desk is set 
up at the Association meeting each year in October so that those who de- 
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sire may pay back dues or may pay for the coming year. Those who have 
not paid before January first are not delinquent and may send in dues 
early in the year. Louise Williams, retiring treasurer, requests that a 
statement be made saying there is a slight discrepancy between dues paid 
and membership cards issued at the meeting. Any member who has paid 
dues and whose name is not listed below is asked to notify the new treasur- 
er, Mrs. Evelyn Reed, Mississippi Library Commission, 535 College Street, 
Jackson. Send all dues to Mrs. Reed. 


fa ee ee $1.00 
Annual institutional dues $2.50 


1949 Dues paid: 


Alford, Mrs. Hayden—Public Library .........................22222.222.------+-- Meridian 


Aurelia, Sister M. (RSM)—St. Joseph’s School.................... Pass Christian 
Bacot, Mable—High School Library ..................22222222222222222222222-e2e2eee- Laurel 
Bassett, Mary H.—Southern Christian Institute....................0.0...... Edwards 
Berry, Manie L.—State Library Supervisor................................. ..... Jackson 
Biggers, Janis—High School.......................... heuldabentaddlgeteasidukinmaial Shaw 
Bignell, Dorothea—University of Mississippi-..................................... Oxford 
ne, ce, eee Ss ed cmessescnsacomnbenstaienpiaenaune Vicksburg 
ee meee I i si ciniceosdncacddedncpeaencnsecieecsbaasaad Shelby 
eg | |, SETS eee ESS OEE Meridian 
Bunch, Corrie Lynne—Bay High Library................................ Bay St. Louis 
Carruth, Alberta—High School Library...........................2222.2.2222.... Hernando 
Chalfant, Barbara—Sr. High School Library...................................... Biloxi 
Chamblee, Mrs. Ludie—Monroe County Library..................-........... Aberdeen 
Chism, Callie D.—High School Library.................................. ....Hollandale 
Clark, Mrs. Jennie B.—High School Library.................................. Columbia 
Coleman, Mrs. J. T.—High School Library...................................... Magnolia 
OU, Ue TCE BI anni cies cca ccnccccenccvccccsoscce Tunica 
Couty, Martha—Mississippi Library Commission............................ Jackson 
Crawford, Louise A.—Hancock County Library........................ Bay St. Louis 
Ee Ee ee eee ES Cleveland 
Davis, Whitman—University of Mississippi Library......................... Oxford 


Draper, Mrs. Sallie H.—Gulf Coast Military Academy Library 
Duncan, Mrs. Ruth 


aie Gulfport 
.._Hattiesburg 








Edmiston, Olive K.—Forrest County Library.............................. Hattiesburg 
Edwards, May H.—Hancock County Library............................ Bay St. Louis 
Eggleston, Hallie—University of Mississippi Library........................ Oxford 
Eisele, Florence LeC.—Public Library.....................2.222200000022222002.. Meridian 
Eley, Eunice—Mississippi Library Commission................................ Jackson 
Evans, Mary—Mississippi State College Library............................ Starkville 
Finger, Mary Joan—High School Library.................................... Clarksdale 
Flynt, Madeline—High School Library...................2....2022000002...... Pascagoula 
Prieghotl, FPioremce—Publte LARTAry ...........2c.ccccceecccccceccccscc ec cccccccccenone Biloxi 
Galyean, Lilly May—tTrustee, Alcorn County Library...................... Corinth 
yaskin, Vera—High School Library.........................0........... ....Holly Bluff 
Gaston, Mable—Forrest County A. H. S. Library.................22......... Brooklyn 
Gibson, Mrs. B. W.—High School Library...................... bchbaianneceia Pontotoc 
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Gralow, Elenora—Mississippi Library Commission............. palanuaiesal Jackson 





re Eee ee Grenada 
Harkins, Eleanor—Delta State Library..........................--.------------- Cleveland 
Hartin, J. S.—University of Mississippi Library............. ies .....-.-Oxford 
Hatchett, Mary Alice—Carnegie Public Library............................Clarksdale 
Hayes, Dorothy—Public Library -................. sc hesia aa lailaiieiceliaeial Greenwood 
Hutchinson, Mrs. C. P.—High School Labrary.. PEE I RR  e Yazoo City 
Jenkins, Anona—Carnegie Library ..........................--.-..----- .......Clarksdale 
a, mr SN i irinsasnasncnsasniinndeupendmensinenimeninsncenil Grenada 
Koffman, Mrs. James C.—Public Library...................................... Vicksburg 
Lamar, Mrs. E. L.—High School Library..........................-- Calhoun City 
Lang, Mrs. W. R.—Central High School Library bane ......-.. Jackson 
Magee, Mary Jo—Mississippi Southern College Library.......... Hattiesburg 
Mauldin, Eugenia—High School Library...................- << 
Meeks, Mrs. E. D.—High School Library.................. pencil .......Brandon 
Milden, Dorothy—Gulf Park College................................ .....-.-.---Gulfport 
Miller. Mra. Forrest A. ................ suisthalionp cipeikubnniiaesbnarentsetiaaaiael Gulfport 
Mitchell, Mary M.—Lee County Léwory.. hi eialalaceiadiclicameibeaimnin — Tupelo 
Mitchell, Mrs. Mims—Trustee, Williams Memorial Library................Magee 
Montague, Mrs. Billie—Holmes Junior College..............................G@oodman 
EE Ser ee a a acoscscansonccss WEED EET 
Oswalt, Mrs. Frank— Copiah- Lincoln ar. College. saalooneds ...-.------. Wesson 
Patterson, Mrs. T: R.—High School Library..................... ......Kosciusko 
Peacock, Lucile—Evans Memorial Library..-...................... ....-.----- Aberdeen 
Peebles, onion ig scape State College Library ... anne 

800 Ul lC—E— as ........-Natchez 
Person, Maria F. —_¢ arnegie-Harrison County Library. bi .......Gulfport 
Polk, Mrs. Hazel Y.—High School Library en 
Pope, Ada Lee—Junior High Library... Ee ae Pe ONCE .......Columbia 
Porter, Mrs. Edward H.—Public Library eaenactindn <7 
Ray, Mrs. Gertrude—High School Library... i iad di aclesieiaredsacelec nae 
Reed, Evelyn—Mississippi Library Commission........ Jeisientinelannanicie 
Rice, Nannie—Mississippi State College Library.................. ... Starkville 
Richardson, Augusta B.—Alcorn County Library................. .......Corinth 
Riley, Sara Ruth—High School Library......................... ..Hattiesburg 
Roberts, Anna M.—Mississippi Southern College Library..... Hattiesburg 
Robinson, Elizabeth—Mississippi State College Library............. Starkville 
Schwartz, Mrs. R. E., Jr.—High School Library... .........-.-Ocean Springs 
Simmons, Mrs. Benjamin—High School Library............. .....Moss Point 
Smith, Mrs. W. F.—Union County Library...............................New Albany 
Sowell, Mrs. Reba T.—Veterans Center Library........ acti a 
Stansel, Mrs. Horace—tTrustee, Mississippi Library Comsntasion .-Ruleville 
Spitchley, Mrs. J. B.—Public Library... asielisehend tessa .....Hazlehurst 
Spiva, Madge—High School Library... -..------------L0uisville 
Thompson, Donald E.—Mississippi State College Liveary.. .... Starkville 
Turner, Maud—Williams Memorial Library............. Sain ....--...-Magee 
Webb, Tillie—-High School Library................ isshieniateacetion ....-.....Greenwood 
Weeks, Maude M.—Junior ae Library. : ; LL 





ED aia eiccctennenaliiiceatenes aR EN sakdidienaakidia .....Hattiesburg 
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Williams, E. Clyde—High School Library.......................................... Clinton 
Wilson, Mrs. Carl S.—High School Library............ ala en ee Crosby 
Young, E. H.—Dixie Bookbinders .......... Sasa sata fad ...... Jackson 
INSTITUTIONAL DUES PAID 
SUI GIN 10s ns caniennecntheseatsseshannbatabéenbiddbbneadeans ainda” Corinth 
ea ee Ginchchsisniidin whaeseetinpensie Clarksdale 
Evans Memorial Library _........... acini eee ee sbinbstvicaasieiall Aberdeen 
se |, whiisadsniaidaakicareennns a Moss Point 
I ccna icdenahemntnidianensactahinaionial sci sathd 5 ....Meridian 
Public Library siaaiaheisa ea Re ee a ee ee 
UI, PT I ai cass csccrcesncoddosinnicccdecsnasanscnmaccuscsecbetenseie Biloxi 


State College Library .................. cides biiiasinidanicaiaidinalaniilins .....-.--- Starkville 
Public Library ssciahclasbadmamenal Vicksburg 
PL src alltel eine eeinliadieacecdeeetnigebebibiaien elesameaanansinedeem ident Oxford 


Membership dues for 1949 are due and should be sent to Mrs. Reed 
at once, all MLA members are put on the mailing list of Library News. 


JOIN A. L. A. 


WHY? Because, as librarians, trustees and citizens, who are inter- 
ested in seeing good library service provided for all the people, we must 
support the American Library Association—the one organization that pro- 
motes such service on the national level. 


Because A.L.A. is not some far-off agency, such as an absentee land- 
lord. A.L.A. is made up of people such as you and I. It is we who join 
and support it and make it strong or who, failing to join, contribute to its 
lack of strength. A.L.A. can be no stronger than its supporting member- 
ship. 


Because we feel professional pride in adding to the bigness, and there- 
fore the effectiveness of our one largest professional organization. 


Because A.L.A. ties together and unifies all library activity in all 
fields. A.L.A. promotes higher library standards, including better salaries 
and better working conditions. Through its publications it makes a valu- 
able contribution to library literature and keeps its members informed. 
Instead of asking, ‘‘What has A.L.A. done for me?’’ We might say, ‘“‘What 
will I do for A.L.A.?” 


A.L.A. faces the current problem of increased costs. Other services 
may have to be curtailed, as some have been, unless memberships are in- 
creased. Dr. E. W. McDiarmid, president, says, “If 2000 of us obtained 
only one new member, we could continue the International Relationals 
Office for another year.”’ 


Membership dues for the calendar year 1949 are now payable. Each 
member is entitled to membership in one Division. Figure dues from the 
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following scale: (Send to: American Library Association, 50 East Huron 
St., Chicago 11, and mark it Membership) 


Dues Scale for PERSONAL Members 


Library Members—lIf your salary is $2,100 or less............ ——- o 
If your salary is $2,101 to $4,000...................... 6.00 
BE Four GRIAry fe GVOT B46,DOO ancccccccceccsces.-.-s.----- 16.06 

Trustee Members $3.00 Lay Members $3.00 

Contributing $25.00 Sustaining $100.00 Life $200.00 


Dues Scale for INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS 
Libraries and Library Schools 


When Operating Income Received During Previous Year Was 


OS ES ee hakehdiinlitihnindicteeiasia $ 5.00 
SE” GRE Stvnininccacedndaceesiennninansaieduiconenion 10.00 
J! aE eee ato Se 
SE IID Waininassncinnamadicmuisiomatacapenbaleh ecmninis 20.00 


BE OED ddntschinnccecsndncnens scietiahundln aetna 
a Un I snc grsabcetahgmincdarenndianiidibiibiedl 5.00 


Departments, Divisions, Branches of Member Institutions $5.00 
Contributing $25.00 


Sustaining $100.00 


(Libraries and Library Schools Not Eligible for Contributing or Sus- 
taining Membership. ) 


The A.L.A. Bulletin is sent to all members. The Proceedings to all who pay 
$5.00 or more and to Life Members. 


SOUTHEASTERN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEETING 
Louisville, Kentucky, October 20-23, 1948 


The following from Mississippi attended Southeastern: Mrs. Augusta 
Richardson, Librarian, Alcorn County Library, Corinth; Mrs. Kate Turner 
Barton, Staff of the MSCW Library, Columbus; Mrs. Annette Wylder, 
Librarian, Demonstration High School, Hattiesburg; Mary Moore Mitchell, 
Librarian, Lee County Library, Tupelo; Maria Person, Librarian, Gulf- 
port-Harrison County Library, Gulfport; Elizabeth Dakin, Assistant Li- 
brarian, Delta State Teacher’s College, Cleveland; Anna Roberts, Libra- 
rian, Mississippi Southern College, Hattiesburg; Mrs. Celia Pope Campbell, 
Aberdeen; Mary Bassett, Librarian, Southern Christian Institute, Edwards: 
Mrs. Eunice Eley, Executive Secretary, Mississippi Library Commission: 
Donald Thompson, Director of Libraries, State College, Starkville. 


All of those who attended the Conference expressed appreciation for 
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the fine program. The following notes from a few, express, we think, 
the feeling of all of us who were there: 


From Elizabeth Dakin: 


“IT attended three section meetings, three general sessions, the Pea- 
body Library School Breakfast, the Book Dinner, and the Saturday morn- 
ing talk on books for children and young people. 


The Reference Librarians Section had interesting papers and discus- 
sions on recruiting and training of personnel for reference work. The 
Cataloger’s Section heard Miss Margaret Ayrault discuss the position of 
catalogers in the proposed new organization of A. L. A. There was also 
discussion of the ‘new look’ of L. C. cards that may have puzzled some 
of you in recent weeks. High light of the College and University Libra- 
rians Section was Thomas D. Clark’s talk, ‘Collecting Historical Research 
Materials in the Southeast.’ I am sure all the Mississippians swelled with 
pride when Miss Kirkus mentioned ‘Smile, Please’ when she spoke so 
charmingly at the Book Dinner. 


Personal reactions: Appreciation of Ralph McGill’s advice to the 
South to look forward, not back; regret at missing Willie Snow Ethridge’s 
address; pleasure in seeing old friends; pure enjoyment of Miss Wofford’s 
remarks at the Book Dinner; thrill over receiving a very nice door prize 
at the dinner.”’ 


From Mary Moore Mitchell: 
“Here are a few comments on Southeastern. 


I thought the program was excellently planned and unusually well 
conducted, and things went off with a bang from the opening meeting 
of the County and Regional Section, which was most fortunate in having 
Willie Snow Ethridge as speaker, to the closing book dinner, with its full 
measure of fun. Willie Snow Ethridge set the right kepnote for the meet- 
ing, with her delightful humor leading into sincere earnestness of pur- 
pose, and this fine combination was maintained throughout the meet- 
ing. The sectional meetings which I attended, as well as the general meet- 
ings, were most fortunate in having such fine people presiding, people 
who kept things moving, handled all situations beautifully, and enlivened 
things with their own fine sense of humor and wit. I would like to pay 
special tribute to the Southeastern president, Mr. Jesse, in this respect. 


I believe the other librarians who attended the book dinner will agree 
with me that the radio is losing out on an excellent entertainer in not 
having Kentucky’s Azile Wofford on the air. We owe special thanks to 
the Southern manufacturers and exhibitors who gave door prizes, as this 
definitely added to the interest of the meeting. Prizes were won by Mrs. 
Eley, Mrs. Richardson and Miss Dakin, from our state. 


I would like to commend especially Mrs. Augusta Richardson, presi- 


dent of Mississippi Library Association, for her comments on the two 
panel discussions and especially those at the Thursday night public library 
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section meeting in which survey reports were discussed. And also Clyde 
Smith, formerly a Mississippi librarian, for five years in Hattiesburg, 
for an excellent response, wittily given, to the opening night’s welcomes. 


I was interested in seeing the Louisville Public Library and hearing 
of its many fine activities. We all greatly appreciate the Kentucky hos- 
pitality. The Bardstown Tour, which took in My Old Kentucky Home and 
the cathedral, was a highlight. 


I enjoyed the Emory breakfast, and the discussion of the school’s 
future program. 


I did regret having to leave the Children’s Section dinner early, in 
order to make the tour Friday afternoon, thus missing part of the talk of 
the beautiful and charming children’s author, Mrs. Mebane H. Burgwyn. 
The Saturday morning book review of juvenile titles were quite interest- 
ing. 


This was my first Southeast meeting and it certainly left me wanting 
to attend another one. I enjoyed everything and was swept along with 
the fun of it, without feeling too rushed, however, it was not until after- 
wards that I realized how much I had to take away with me. 


1 can’t fail to mention the exhibits, which were really fine. The new 
Cincinnati bookmobile was quite an item, too.’’ 


From Mrs. Celia Pope Campbell: 


“The Louisville meeting was no exception to my feeling that the Con- 
ference of Southeastern Library Association stands at the head of the 
list, so to speak, when it comes to Conventions. 


General sessions were not dull and uninteresting as sometimes is the 
case. In fact, they fairly sparkled with an amazing amount of wit and 
humor as well as information. 


The College and University Librarian’s section meeting including Dr. 
John Cook Wyllie’s (University of Virginia) talk on ‘The Southeastern 
Imprints Plan’ and Dr. Thomas D. Clark’s (University of Kentucky, 
author of the recent ‘The Southern Country Editor’) ‘Collecting his- 
torical research materials in the Southeast’ was stimulating. Certainly 
no librarian present went away without being impressed with the import- 
ance of cooperating in every way possible in the collection and preserva- 
tion of the vast amount of valuable historical material in our region that 


is finding its way to the scrap paper dealer or otherwise being lost to 
posterity. 


Having been inactive in the profession for almost two years because of 
family illness, it is difficult for me to express just what it does to one to 
zo back to a Conference of this type. To see old friends (with a ‘new 
look’) to meet new people and to feel again the genuine professional 
spirit that permeates a meeting of librarians makes one proud to be one of 
the group. I’m glad I went to Louisville. The drive from Aberdeen 
through northeastern Mississippi, Tennessee and Kentucky, at this sea- 
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son of the year when all the autumn beauty of nature is in evidence was 
truly good for the soul. I wish more Mississippi librarian could have 
been at the Conference of Southeastern Library Association.”’ 


From Mary Bassett: 


“Some highlights of SELA were the luncheon for children’s librarians 
at which Mrs. Mebane Holoman Burgwyn talked on the theme. ‘Life Can 
Be Beautiful,’ or giving children and young people books with beauty of 
ideals as well as of style and format, and Virginia Kirkus’ talk about the 
fifty best books of the year. 


Miss Cundiff was guest of honor at the Peabody breakfast. We 
would like to visit her in the new library school at Madison College, Har- 
risonburg, Virginia. She probably moved all her children’s books, even 
if she hasn’t enough chairs in which to invite her tea guests to sit. 


Our one regret was that too few Mississippi librarians were there. 
Let’s begin now making plans and saving our pennies for SELA in 1950, 
or 1949 if the Powers That Be so design.”’ 


From Donald Thompson: 


“Although I was not able to remain for the entire meeting, I was in- 
terested in the general session at which the report of the activities com- 
mittee was presented. It seems to me that the recommendations of this 
committee are extremely important. I approve of the idea of employ- 
ing an executive secretary and issuing a quarterly publication. I believe 
it will provide a closer organization for the librarians in this region. It 
was good to see old friends and meet new one at the University of Illinois 
Library School breakfast. Dr. Harold Lancour, assistant director of the 
library school, outlined the new program at Illinois leading to the master’s 
and doctor’s degrees. He also presented some information concerning en- 
rollment, placement, salaries and the publications program. 


I was quite interested in the general session meeting at which Miss 
Helen Harris presented the results of the Southeastern States Library 
Survey. The results clearly showed that these states have progressed in 
library service, but that there still is a great deal to be done. 


I enjoyed the College and University section and was most impressed 
with Dr. Thomas Clark’s forceful insistance that we all get busy and seek 
out letters, books, manuscripts, ete. in out-of-the-way places so that his- 
tory of the region may be preserved. Other papers presented were by 
Dr. W. A. Hoole, University of Alabama, Mrs. Frances Spain, Winthrop 
College; Mr. John Wyllie, University of Virginia; Dr. A. F. Kuhlman, 
Director of Joint University Libraries, Peabody College. 


The meetings, in general, were very good. The most enjoyable part 
was the meeting of old friends, the making of new acquaintances and talk- 
ing over library problems.’’ 


From Eunice Eley: 


I was impressed with the efficiency with which local committees func- 
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tioned and with the enormous amount of organization that must have 
been behind this smooth-running operation. Early and late there were 
always members of the local committee to give information, directions 
and courteous help wherever needed. Louisville certainly set a standard 
of hospitality for other convention cities to strive for. 


The address by Ralph McGill, Editor of the Atlanta Constitution was 
thought-provoking and stimulating and, along with several other features 
of the program, showed that the South is looking at itself, recognizing 
some of its deficiencies and beginning to do something about it. The 
survey report revealed the fact that we face common problems and are 
moving as a region, though some states have not attained the momentum of 
others—still we are moving forward. The survey showed notable progress 
made in library development, but revealed the tremendous task ahead of 
adequate library service is to be provided. 


Mrs. Augusta Richardson represented the state on the Survey Panel 
and was appointed on the Planning Committee of the next Southeastern- 
ALA Regional Conference. Maria Person has served for the last two 
years as secretary of the County and Regional Library Section. 


The fast moving tempo, the wit and humor and general cheerfulness 
of the convention belied the definition of l{braries that I once heard, “Li- 
brarians are so gosh-awful serious.”’ 


SOUTHEASTERN LIBRARY SURVEY 


The survey of library service in the nine Southeastern states was 
completed after a two-year study. The final report was made at the 
meeting of the Southeastern Library Association meeting in Louisville, 
Kentucky in November 1948. 


Mrs. Augusta Richardson, Librarian of the Alcorn County Library, 
Corinth, and President of the Mississippi Library Association, has ably 
represented the state on the survey. Her patient, persistent and untiring 
efforts have made a real contribution to the cause of libraries in Mississip- 
pi and the region. She has given generously of her time and talent in 
securing and compiling the survey material. The committee assisting Mrs. 
Richardson in securing reports from the various library groups were: 
Eleanor Harkins, Senior College libraries; Mrs. Gertrude Rowzee, Junior 
College libraries; Manie Berry, School libraries; Ruby Lyells, negro li- 
braries; Anona Jenkins public libraries; Maria Person, County libraries. 


The survey report shows that the 24 million people in the area have 
access to about one-third of a book apiece. They spent $4% million, or 
18 cents each. The national average spending for libraries is 52 cents per 
person. Sad to say, Mississippi shows the lowest per capita expenditure 
for public library service, 9 cents, just half the average of the region. 
The survey does show considerable gains made in all states. An analysis of 
the survey report, with pertinent tables and maps, are given in the Octo- 
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ber 1948 issue of The Southern Packet. Anyone in the state wanting a 
copy may secure one by writing to the Mississippi Library Commission. 


LIBRARY FELLOWSHIP—SCHOLARSHIPS 


The Library Commission has just received from the Graduate Li- 
brary School, University of Chicago, announcement of three fellowships of 
$1,200 each and several full-tuition and half-tuition scholarships of $525 
and $262.50. Further information regarding these and other library 
school fellowships and scholarships may be obtained directly from the 
schools or from the Library Commission. 


LIBRARY DEMONSTRATION BILL 


Information comes from Paul Howard of the ALA National Relations 
office that the Library Demonstration Bill will again be introduced at 
the next session of Congress. 


Identical bills were introduced in the last Congress. These bills were 
S. 48 and H. R. 2465. A brief analysis of the bill: 


Purposes: 


1. To provide demonstrations of adequate public library service to 
people now without it or inadequately served. 


2. To provide means for studying various methods of providing pub- 
iic library service primarily in rural areas and for studying the effect of 
planning on an area basis upon the development of library service. 


Provisions: 

1. State library agencies may submit plans for use of federal funds 
in demonstrating public library service primarily in rural areas. These 
plans shall be drawn entirely by the state agencies and need not be uniform 
throughout the country. 


2. Two types of plans may be submitted: one calling for a basic 
demonstration using $25,000 per year for five years in each state, financed 
entirely by federal funds; or an expanded plan may be added to this 
which would allow states to match an additional $25,000 to $75,000 of 
federal funds annually for five years. 


3. The Commissioner of Education would be required to make an- 
nual reports to Congress upon the operation of the demonstrations and 
would be required to make a final public report evaluating the demonstra- 
tions. 


The bill passed the Senate in the last Congress but failed to reach 
the floor of the House. 


Our state would benefit greatly from this fund if the bill is passed by 
the 81st Congress. In addition to the first $25,000 per year for five years 
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we understand that state and local funds may be used to match an addi- 
tional amount up to $75,000 of federal funds. 


The passage of the bill will depend, to a great extent, on library in- 
terest and effort in each state. A recent list of Representatives and Sena- 
tors received from Paul Howard indicated that in some states Congressmen 
are one hundred percent in favor of the bill. The indication following 
the names of most of the Mississippi Congressmen is ‘“‘not committed’’ or 
‘‘will consider.’” Which, perhaps, does not show a lack of interest from 
our Representatives but a lack of work on our part as interested librarians, 
library trustees and citizens. If a personal interview is not possible we 
can write, and have a few others to write, early in the session letting our 
Senators and Representatives know our interest. When the bill is in- 
troduced again we will have copies of it, with timely information as to its 
progress. As the state Library Association Chairman of the Federal Re- 
lations Committee we are anxious to secure the names of interested people 
in the state who are willing to make contact with our Mississippi Congress- 
men regarding the Library Demonstration Bill. It is difficult to know 
just who is interested or who will toss the material into the waste basket. 
In order to secure a list of people throughout the state who are willing 
to work for the passage of this Bill we are asking for volunteers. It will 
take about one minute and a penny postal card to write and ask to be put 
on the mailing list for information about the Library Demonstration Bill. 
If you will do this—maybe you could also get your club or others to be in- 
terested enough to be put on the list—you will be helping to promote bet- 
ter libraries in Mississippi and throughout the nation. Send cards to Mrs. 
Eunice Eley, Mississippi Library Commission, 535 College Street, Jackson, 
Mississippi. 





NOTICE—The following item from the ALA National Relations office will 
be of special interest to libraries: 


LIBRARIES GET SPECIAL CONCESSION IN NEW POSTAL RATES 


In a surprise move, increased postal rates were attached as a rider 
to the new postal pay bill, which was approved June 20, 1948 in the final 
hours of the 80th Congress. 


The raie for books was increased from four to eight cents on the first 
pound and from three to four cents on each additional pound. The rate 
for books mailed from or returned to libraries, however, remains at four 
cents for the first pound and one cent for each additional pound, provided 
this mailing is within a State or within the first three postal zones. In 
order to get this low postage rate packages of books mailed under this 
postal regulation should have the following written or stamped on: 
“PL&R 572—Books’”’. 


It has been estimated that this special concession to libraries will pre- 
vent an increase of $80,000 to $100,000 annually in library costs. How- 
ever, the added costs to publishers will increase purchase prices. We shal! 
work with them to mitigate this. 
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MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY COMMISSION 
BOOKMOBILE SERVICE 
OR 
WHEN IS THE BOOKMOBILE COMING? 


By Elenora Gralow, Extension Librarian, Mississippi Library Commission 


In line with present trends in library promotion, the Mississippi Li- 
brary Commission has purchased a bookmobile with some of the funds 
provided by the last session of the legislature for a wider library exten- 
sion program. The bookmobile will visit and lend books to free county- 
wide public libraries in the state that spend a minimum of a hundred dol- 
lars a year of tax money for books. The bookmobile is now actually rolling 
on the state highways, having made its maiden voyage to Natchez, Novem- 
ber 8th. Natchez had the honor of the first visit because the day actual de- 
livery of the bookmobile was made a telephone call came from Natchez ask- 
ing the Library Commission for assistance in their drive for $27,000 in tax 
funds for the support and development of the Fisk Public Library of 
Natchez and Adams County. Since Natchez was entitled to a visit from the 
bookmobile, it was decided to make this the first trip and incidentally it 
could also be used in their library promotion campaign. The bookmobile 
was taken to Natchez by Martha Couty and Elenora Gralow. For several 
days it was parked on Main Street and taken to meetings of Civitans, 
Lions & Kiwanis Clubs. Various county and city officials, county legisla- 
tors and many interested citizens made their first visit to a bookmobile 
and there was enthusiastic interest in this ‘“‘traveling library.’’ The first 
trip of the bookmobile was completed with a visit to Columbia where a 
gala occasion was made of the visit and several hundred school children 
had the opportunity to see their first bookmobile. 


During Book Week the bookmobile made a trip to Kosciusko where 
it was escorted hither and yon by a police car with siren blowing. To cele- 
brate the occasion of the visit and Book Week the Library Board of the 
Attala County Library entertained with a dinner for the local legislators 
and the representatives of the Library Commission. The fine cooperative 
spirit displayed everywhere was especially evident here. The Book Week 
activities of the bookmobile included visits to Hernando, Oxford, Sardis, 
Charleston and Grenada. Every town made the occasion of the bookmo- 
bile visit a time for special festivities from a luncheon given by the Citizens 
Library Group and Library Board of DeSoto County with Paul Flowers of 
the Commercial Appeal as a guest, to Grenada where the 20th Century 
Club, the founders of the Grenada County Library, ended the week with a 
delightful tea. 


On later trips the bookmobile has visited the Columbus Public Library, 
M S C W, Aberdeen, Tupelo, Corinth, Booneville, New Albany, Tupelo, 
Houston. Louisville, Philadelphia, Newton, Forest, Hattiesburg and Magee. 
Legislators, as well as the general public have visited the bookmobile at 
every stop and expressed interest and satisfaction. Librarians and library 
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poards have been most cooperative in giving publicity to the bookmobile 
arrival. Newspapers have given generous space to tell of the first state- 
owned bookmobile and to make pictures. Despite the nearness of the 
Christmas holidays when the bookmobile arrived in Aberdeen the whole 
town seemed to have turned out with the Women’s Club acting as hostess 
and setting up a registration desk in the bookmobile. 


We beg your indulgence if we seem to brag, but it is the Commis- 
sion’s “‘first baby’”’ and we are so proud! As one legislator said, ‘““‘We hope 
this is the first of a fleet of bookmobiles for Mississippi.” 


The bookmobile is a 3/4 ton Ford Vanette converted by Whitehead & 
Lloyd of Jackson. It has fluorescent lights, a stationary charging desk, 
swivel driver seat and a heating system. The capacity is between 1500 
and 2000 books. 


Early in 1949 a schedule will be established, which will take the 
bookmobile on regular trips over the state. A picture of the new bookmo- 
bile with part of the Library Commission staff is on front cover of this 
bulletin. 


STATE NEWS 


Dr. Thelma Eaton became a member of the faculty of Mississippi 
State College for Women in the fall of 1948 as director of the department 
of library science. Dr. Eaton, a native of Nebraska, received a master’s 
degree in library science from the University of Michigan and a Ph.D. 
from the graduate school of library science, University of Chicago. She 
served as instructor in library science at New York State College for Tea- 
chers from 1933 to 1942 and at the University of North Carolina in 1946- 
1947. 


With her recent election as state president of M. F. W. C. Mrs. Hermes 
Gautier became ex-officio member of the Board of the Mississippi Library 
Commission. Mrs. Gautier has attended one meeting of the Commission 
and has pledged her interest and the support of the Federation toward 
the development of better libraries in Mississippi. 


Miss Dorothea Bignell will be on leave of absence from the library 
science department of the University of Mississippi while doing advanced 
work at the University of Illinois for the second semester, Session 1948- 
1949. 


Mrs. Mary Effie Cameron James, who was for some years on the 
staff of the State W. P. A. library project, was a recent visitor to the Li- 
brary Commission. Mrs. James who now lives in Philadelphia, Pennsylva- 
nia was accompanied by her little daughter, Margaret. 


Retirement Plan. 


As fars as we know the first retirement plan which will benefit pub- 
lic librarians in the state has been established in Vicksburg. The 1948 
session of the state legislature passed an act (Senate Bill 423) ‘‘To create 
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a General Municipal Employee’s Retirement System.’”’ The law, as writ- 
ten, is not of a general nature and applies specifically to Vicksburg. Re- 
tirement is provided ‘to city employees that have been in full time paid 
employment for twenty-five years, whether continuously or not, provided 
the last five years shall have been continuous, and over the age of fifty- 
five years. It is mandatory that employees retire at the age of sixty-five. 
Upon retirement the employee will receive monthly, fifty percent of his 
average monthly salary received by him in the 2-year period next preced- 
ing the filing of his retirement application, but such payment shall not 
exceed one hundred dollars per month. Employees may retire from dis- 
ability after fifteen years of city employment. 


National Book Week was appropriately observed in the libraries 
throughout the state. It was the pleasure of several members of the 
Library Commission staff to visit several libraries during the week and to 
see the fine exhibits, posters and displays. The Grenada Public Library 
had a very striking wall display. Kosciusko celebrated in a big way with 
the visit of the new state bookmobile. Maria Person of the Gulfport Pub- 
lic sends a most interesting long, yellow sheet, which is more than just 
a book list for boys and girls. It has fascinating captions, such as ‘‘Never 
Enough Horse and Dog Stories,’’ etc. The program included book talks 
and story telling. As she says, ‘‘We are wrecks at the end of the week, 
but it was worth it.” In keeping with its annual custom, the executive 
board of the Vicksburg Public Library gave a dinner for the library staff, 
the mayor, the president of the board of supervisors and the press. At 
the dinner reports were made by staff members of the recent state Library 
Association Convention in Biloxi. The library sponsored an essay contest 
on the subject ‘‘What the Public Library means to me.”’ The contest was 
open to all county and city students through the high school grades. The 
awards given were books, which were presented to elementary, junior high 
and high school students. Throughout the week the library observed 
Open House and displayed appropriate posters and exhibits. 


New Library Buildings are in the planning for several libraries: Mrs. 
W. F. Smith, Union County Librarian, reports that, through the efforts of 
her county legislators, a special bill was passed by the 1948 legislature 
giving the Union County Board of Supervisors authority to issue bonds in 
the amount of $150,000 for the erection of a building for the County 
Library with space for the Home Demonstration Agent, the Welfare Of- 
fice and other County Agencies. The county library owns a very de- 
sirable building site on which the building will be erected. Offices will 
be on the second floor and the library will have adequate space on the 
first floor, with sufficient space for normal growth for the next twenty or 
twenty-five years. The librarian, library trustees and interested citizens 
are due the credit for this enterprising move for a better library. 


The Copiah County Library should soon have a new home. Through 
the generosity of the Covington family, a contribution of $11,000 was se- 
curred from the estate of the late George Covington. Beginning with this 
amount as a nucleus other subscriptions have been secured which should 
provide a $35,000 to $50,000 library building. Miss Elizabeth Wise, 
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chairman of the Library Board of Trustees has directed the campaign for 
funds and for the building plans. Mrs. Evelyn Reed, Field Representative 
ot the Mississippi Library Commission has worked closely with the County 
Library for the last several months and acted as consultant on the building 
plans. 


The Brookhaven City Library, which for many years has been a sub- 
scription library, serving only a limited number of town people, has, with 
the assistance of the library extension program of the Library Commis- 
sion, become a free, county-wide library. The County Board of Supervi- 
sors have made their first appropriation, which, with the city appropria- 
tion, will be used to give library service to the entire city and county. The 
Library Commission book-lending service will supplement the books owned 
by the library and a member of the Library Commission staff will make 
regular visits to aid in book selection and other technical processes. The 
reorganization of the library has resulted in the appointment of a legal 
Soard according to the State Law (Senate Bill 166, Laws of 1938). The 
following very able and progressive Board members have been appointed: 
Mrs. Nellie Perkins, Chairman, for one year; Mrs. Laura Moreton Hobbs 
for two years; Mr. W. L. White for three years; Mrs. J. F. Vernon for 
‘our years and Mrs. Roy D. King for five years. 


Another County, Pontotoc, has recently secured the half-mill tax 
for library support from the County Board of Supervisors. This was ac- 
complished by persistent effort of Ludie Wood, the librarian and the li- 
srary board of trustees. 
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